
AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

April 21, 2015 - 5:30 PM 

 

 

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Governing Body with respect to any 

matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, 

may need to provide that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 

testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based (Section 286.0105, Florida 

Statutes). 

 

Accommodation for the disabled (hearing or visually impaired, etc.) may be arranged with 

advance notice of seven (7) days before the scheduled meeting, by dialing (352) 726-2611 

weekdays from 8 AM to 4 PM. 

 
ENCLOSURES* 

 

1) INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL 

 

2) PLEASE SILENCE ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

 

3) ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

 

4) PUBLIC HEARINGS  
4 - 11 a) Community Redevelopment Area (CRA) Expansion* 

 

 

5) OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 

The public is invited to express opinion on any item for this meeting or pending 
action at a future meeting of City Council.  (Speaking time limit:  Individual - 3 
minutes; Group/Organization - 5 minutes) 

 

6) PRE-SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES 

 

7) MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
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AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

April 21, 2015 - 5:30 PM 

 

8) CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

 

9) CONSENT AGENDA  
12 - 13 a) Bill Listing * 

 

Recommendation - Approval 
  

14 - 31 b) Council Minutes - 03/17/15 & 04/07/15* 

 

Recommendation - Approval 
  

32 - 33 c) Proclamation - "Arbor Day" 2015* 

 

Recommendation - Approval  
  

34 - 35 d) Proclamation - "Municipal Clerks Week"* 

 

Recommendation - Approval 
  

36 - 37 e) Repurchase of Cemetery Lot - Southwest Addition - Lot 410* 

 

Recommendation - Approval  
 

 

10) CITY MANAGER’S REPORT Correspondence/Reports/Recommendations  
38 - 42 a) Evaluation Appraisal Letter (EAL)* 

  
43 - 44 b) Use of Contingencies - Welcome Home Vietnam* 

  
 c) Other 

 

11) COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS 

 

12) NON-SCHEDULED PUBLIC COMMENT 
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AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

April 21, 2015 - 5:30 PM 

 

13) ADJOURNMENT  
 a)  

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans - 50th Anniversary 

Friday, May 1, 2015 at 5:00pm 

Music by The Gathering & Vendors at Liberty Park 

Traveling Vietnam Wall at Wallace Brooks Park during the entire event 

  

Saturday, May 2, 2015 at 10:00am 

Parade starting at Citrus High School 

Opening Ceremony at Liberty Park from 1:00pm - 9:00pm 

Celebration with US Stones live music, Vendors, Exhibits, Beer Garden, 

and Fireworks 

  

Sunday, May 3, 2015 from 10:00am - 5:00pm 

Celebration continues with live music, Vendors, Exhibits, and Beer 

Garden at Liberty Park 

Closing Ceremony at 4:00pm at Wallace Brooks Park 

  

Arbor Day Tree Planting Ceremony 

Friday, April 24th, 2015 @ 5:30pm 

Wallace Brooks Park  

  

Fire Service Workshop  

Thursday, April 28th, 2015 @ 5:30pm 

Inverness Government Center    

  

Inverness City Council Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at 5:30pm 

Inverness Government Center 
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Agenda Memorandum – City of Inverness   
April 17, 2015 

TO:  Elected Officials 

FROM: City Manager (Prepared by Eric Williams) 

SUBJECT: ICRA Expansion and Extension Ordinance 

CC:  City Clerk  

Enclosure:  Ordinance 2015-710 
  Notice of Public Hearing 
   
 
Diligent action continues to expand and extend the City’s CRA in keeping with State 
Statute. In an effort to provide appropriate due diligence certain correspondence was 
transmitted to county government with no response. Based upon statutory defined 
timeframes the deadline for final adoption of the Ordinance to expand and extend the 
CRA will be on or about June 16, 2015. This date will effectively captivate the 2014 tax 
roll as the base year for the increment within the expanded area. 
 
The action this evening is to continue movements of the Inverness Community 
Redevelopment Agency, the Inverness City Council and the Public Hearing from March 
17, 2015.  
 
Recommended Action – 

1. Motion, second and vote to read the Ordinance by title 
a. City Clerk reads Ordinance title 

2. Open a Public Hearing for the Purpose of receiving Public Comment regarding 
the planned expansion to the CRA. 

3. Following Comment from all parties who wish to speak DO NOT close the Public 
Hearing.  

4. Motion, second and vote to continue the Public Hearing and pending adoption of 
the Ordinance at time and date “to be announced.” 

 
If you wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Frank DiGiovanni 
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04/17/2015 13:00 
siddings 

|CITY OF INVERNESS 
|CASH REQUIREMENTS REPORT 

|P 1  
|apcshreq 

VENDOR DOCUMENT INVOICE VOUCHER DESCRIPTION DUE DATE DUE 04/30/15 

 

 

TOTALS FOR ACE HARDWARE CO OF INV INC  2.79 
 

TOTALS FOR ARGOS USA CORP  2,962.50 
 

TOTALS FOR TIME WARNER CABLE  54.19 
 

TOTALS FOR CENTRAL SERVICE & REPAIR INC  206.00 
 

TOTALS FOR FLORIDA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMPANY  990.49 
 

TOTALS FOR CENTRAL MATERIALS CO INC  126.10 
 

TOTALS FOR DUKE ENERGY  5,868.65 
 

TOTALS FOR DUMONT COMPANY INC  276.00 
 

TOTALS FOR E G P INC  69.40 
 

TOTALS FOR HANNIE PRINTING INC  89.00 
 

TOTALS FOR MAILFINANCE INC  1,049.48 
 

TOTALS FOR JAMES LORMANN REAL ESTATE CONSULTANT  1,250.00 
 

TOTALS FOR JENNIFER L. STEELFOX  90.00 
 

TOTALS FOR KAY ENTERPRISES  3,797.44 
 

TOTALS FOR KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC  1,900.00 
 

TOTALS FOR MANN-ICURE LAWN SERVICE AND LANDSCAPING  1,425.00 
 

TOTALS FOR OFFICE DEPOT INC  10.23 
 

TOTALS FOR SAND/LAND OF FL ENTERPRISE INC  80.00 
 

TOTALS FOR J B SHEPHERD & CO.  1,225.00 
 

TOTALS FOR SUMTER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC  55.39 
 

TOTALS FOR SUNSHINE STATE ONE CALL OF FLORIDA  56.20 
 

TOTALS FOR UB REFUND  658.36 
 

TOTALS FOR UNIFIRST CORPORATION  117.04 
 

TOTALS FOR USA SERVICES  1,550.00 
 
 

TOTALS FOR WHETSTONE OIL COMPANY, INC  525.28 

P
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04/17/2015 13:00 
siddings 

|CITY OF INVERNESS 
|CASH REQUIREMENTS REPORT 

|P 2  
|apcshreq 

VENDOR DOCUMENT INVOICE VOUCHER DESCRIPTION DUE DATE DUE 04/30/15 

 

 
TOTALS FOR JOYCE WILLIAMS   140.00 

TOTALS FOR WOODARD & CURRAN, INC  125,641.00 

TOTALS FOR WRIGHT EXPRESS   2,168.56 

TOTALS FOR XTREME FUN PARTY R ENTAL S 140.00 

   REPOR T TOTALS 142,616.79 

 

 
** END OF REPORT - Generated by Stacey Iddings ** P
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     March 17th, 2015
  5:30 PM

The City Council of the City of Inverness met on the above date in Regular Session at 
212 W. Main Street with the following members present:  
President Hinkle
Vice President Hepfer
Councilwoman Bega
Councilman McBride
Councilman Ryan
Mayor Plaisted

Also present were City Manager DiGiovanni, City Attorney Haag, Asst. City Manager 
Williams, Community Development Director Malm, Finance Director Chiodo, Event 
Director Skeele-Hogan and City Clerk Davis.

The Invocation was given by Councilwoman Hepfer and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by the City Council.

ACCEPTANCE  OF AGENDA 
Councilwoman Hepfer motioned to accept the Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Councilwoman Bega.  The motioned carried.

INVERNESS COMMUNITY REDEVELOPENT AGENCY (CRA)

The CRA Board convened for a special meeting with the Inverness City Council to be 
available for discussion and observation.   
City Manager DiGiovanni noted that we have engaged a process which involves the 
expansion of the existing CRA, and introduced City Legal Counsel, Attorney Mark 
Lawson.  City Manager DiGiovanni stated that it would be beneficial for the two boards 
to view his recent appearance to the County Commissions on March 10th, 2015 in which 
the City brought a Resolution for the County’s consideration to adopt, and presented to 
them on the overhead. 
Attorney Mark Lawson, addressed the two boards, explaining the statutory process of 
Inverness CRA expansion of its boundaries, in place since 1990, which was developed 
and publically vetted a year ago. He provided the definition of blight vs slum condition as 
described in the State Statute.  He noted how the County called into question if they had 
been properly noticed in this process of the City & CRA from a technical standpoint.  
Attorney Lawson’s advice to the City is to walk through the process again. We have a 
Finding of Necessity which was publically announced last year, and sent prior to this 
meeting, by registered mail, to all taxing authorities noting a Public Hearing.   
He noted that for the record, based upon the county tax assessor rolls, property values in 
the proposed Community Redevelopment Area, 2008-2013 which the original finding of 
necessity is based, they decreased on the aggregate by approx. 6.15%. Based on tax rolls 
2009-2014, values in the proposed Redevelopment Area decreased on the aggregate by 
approximately 3.0%. This demonstrates the aggregate assessed values of real property in 
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the CRA for ad valorem tax purposes have failed to show any increase over both time 
periods mentioned.     
He spoke to how legislature recognizes that governing bodies sometimes disagree over 
increment revenues, and there is a process to ask for a joint meeting to discuss it.  He 
commented on the advantages this will bring to the community, and wanted everyone to 
realize this is not a situation where the Redevelopment Agency or the City will take 
anybody’s property, and recited a Supreme Court Case, which stated “no”  property can 
be taken for economic development”.  This plan will do what has done with the current 
downtown area and slowly reinvest and improve existing properties. 
He spoke to the process and how the County claims they did not receive proper notice, 
which was hand delivered on May 16th, 2014.  The process was repeated, hand delivered 
and sent registered mail on February 10th, 2015, to all taxing authorities. That is when the   
clock started ticking, with the County having 90 days to hold a public hearing and invite 
the City Council, and if not, the City cannot adopt the Ordinance for 30 days thereafter.  
Tonight we will be continuing the Public Hearing, as a meeting has not been scheduled 
by the County.  Mr. Oliver has been asked for dates to have the Public Hearing and was 
asked this afternoon again and will be asked again.  He spoke to the Resolution taken to 
the County Commission meeting last week, and if the County adopts the “agreement to 
blight” Resolution, the city will slice off the last year of the increment (1 million dollars). 
This would need to be done by April 15th, and if not, the City and the CRA can accept the 
increment for the entire 30 year period.  The 90 day timeframe ends on May 10th, and 
thirty days after that you can adopt this ordinance and it will be before the roll process 
begins for the 2015 tax year.  The increment and the base year will date back to the tax 
roll used most recently (2014), and the hospital will show -0- values.  This draw out 
procedure cannot last past June, can keep extending this Public Hearing, and adopt it 
then.  Tonight we need to adopt the Finding of Necessity Resolution, consider and read 
the Ordinance and pick some dates to have a governing body meeting.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

Councilman McBride motioned to open the planned expansion of the CRA Public 
Hearing. Seconded by Councilwoman Hepfer. The motion carried. 

President Hinkle opened the Public Hearing for the planned expansion of the CRA

Randy Oliver, Citrus County Administrator, 3600 W Sovereign Path, Lecanto, FL    - 
stated that he agreed with much of what Attorney Lawson has said, and the purpose is to 
expand the CRA from 37 acres to 1240 acres, which expands the original area almost 34 
times its original size.  The City must make a finding of slum and blight for this area. 
According to the City consultant the County will lose between 8.1 and 19.9 million 
dollars in ad valorem taxes over the length of the CRA. He noted the assessed value of 
this area went down 6.15 % over the previous 5 years. However the values increased 
2.79% last year, consequently the state should be updated.  We recognize that the City 
has the right to increase the size of the CRA under State Law. Unfortunately we all make 
mistakes and the County did most recently by not properly extending the time to use 
impact fees.  The result was that the Co had to refund a portion of the park impact fees.  
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He spoke to the City not complying with Florida Statutes when they tried to expand the 
CRA last year.    These are documented in letters he passed out to Council, which have 
been mailed to City Manager DiGiovanni and I am providing by copy this evening.  
These mistakes cannot be corrected by trying to rewrite history by holding another Public 
Hearing. The City can hold a Public Hearing and expand the CRA, as of the date of 
adoption and the BOCC has the right to hold a hearing for what is called competing 
demands in the District.  We consider this hearing and the properly expanded CRA as the 
date of adoption and establishes the base year. He thanked them for the opportunity to 
place comments on the record. 
Samantha Carter, 204 E Vine Street, addressed council stating she was here to dispute the 
Inverness CRA’s inclusion of her neighborhood in its plan on the basis of it being 
blighted.  They think they live in one of the nicest authentic neighborhoods in the county. 
She spoke of historic properties surrounding her home and the location on Lake 
Henderson and bordering the City Park.   
Harry “Nick Carter, 204 E Vine Street, Inverness, addressed council and noted how this 
has caused him stress, and will affect his life, as well as his wife and neighbors. He stated 
the attorney claims this plan is in no way going to take homes away, but on page 38, 
Section 5.2 it says the CRA is an instrument to provide the power of eminent domain to 
the City.       He would like to strip this language from the plan, as granting eminent 
domain through this plan as a vehicle is scandalous and needs to be removed.    
Chuck Spinella, 115 Sassy Lane, Inverness, thanked the Council and CRA for letting 
them speak.  He agreed with what has been said and some of the language in the plan was 
only reviewed by him recently.  He lives in Dick Mann’s Mobile Home Park, and he 
recently  spoke with Community Development Director Malm, and was explained what 
was trying to be accomplished and understands that the City wants to maintain  its 
originality and charm. The fact they want to do some redevelopment, it’s an excellent 
idea, and that most of the people here are behind the city.  
William Carter, Floral City,  spoke of one area of the map, where you look from Liberty 
Park or from the north shore of Wallace Brooks Park across the lake (Oak Trees, Citrus 
Grove, Cyprus tree and a couple of quaint residents. Wondering what the plan is under 
the CRA plan, looking at this chronicle from several years back, dreaming big, imagining 
retail shops, eateries, and newly constructed contemporary apts., surrounding the lakes in 
Inverness. 
Raphial Cobrerro, 819 E Harbor Street, Inverness Highlands, addressed council and noted 
his office to be in the middle of the Orange Grove, to help rehabilitate dogs.  For these 
people to lose out on what is dear to them is a shame.  He feels this will cause taxes to 
increase and they can’t afford or want to relocate. He believes the city can take their 
homes, and property, as it happened to him in New York, due to eminent domain. 
Sandy Swisher, 113 Sassy Lane, Inverness, addressed council and asked questions 
regarding who the developers were, Grant Funds, Florida Land Trust (FLT), Leeson’s 
Mobile Home Park, environmental studies, Mr. Mann’s historical area, and eminent 
domain. 
Kathy Carter, E. Jefferson Street, Floral City, and related to Nick Carter, addressed 
Council and reference State Stature 163, enacted by a Florida Act, called Community 
Development Act in 1969, when urban renewal was popular.  She stated that this 
situation is based on an outdated act. 
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Susan McFearson Glavin, 101 Sassy Lane, in Mr. Mann’s Manor, addressed Council and 
stated that bigger is not always better. We currently have no crime and moved here 
because of a country setting. You have a nice safe town that draws people and don’t 
change it. 
Robert Odle, Inverness, addressed council stating that 10 years prior he purchased a 
trailer in the park, and how safe it was and how the residents keep up their homes.  We 
love our park and would do anything to hold it.  

Council President Hinkle noted that we will keep the Public Hearing open, to be 
continued. 
Councilman Ryan motioned to have City Clerk Davis read Resolution 2015-05   by 
title only. Seconded by Councilwoman McBride.   The motion carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-05
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS RELATING TO 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT; FINDING THE EXISTENCE OF 
BLIGHTED AREA CONDITIONS WITHIN THE CITY OF INVERNESS, 
FLORIDA; MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS; 
FINDING A NEED FOR EXPANDING THE EXISTING COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AREA PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 163, PART III, 
FLORIDA STATUTES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Councilman Ryan motioned to adopt Resolution 2015-05, by roll call vote.  
Seconded by Councilwoman Hepfer. Roll call vote was as follows: Councilman 
Ryan, yes; Councilwoman Bega, yes; Councilman McBride, yes; Councilwoman 
Hepfer, yes; President Hinkle, yes.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Attorney Lawson suggested that the Council have the second  reading of the  Ordinance 
and take comment, continuing the hearing (not closing this hearing) to a date certain, with 
the knowledge  that we may convene a meeting again, to as late as June 10th, 2014. 

Councilwoman Hepfer motioned to have the City Clerk is read Ordinance 2015 -710 
by title only. Seconded by Councilman Ryan.   The motion carried.

ORDINANCE 2015-710
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS RELATING TO 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT; CONFIRMING, RATIFYING, AND 
SUPPLEMENTALLY ADOPTING A MODIFICATION TO THE INVERNESS 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT PLAN; EXPANDING THE 
BOUNDARIES OF THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AREA; 
EXTENDING THE TIME CERTAIN TO COMPLETE REDEVELOPMENT 
FINANCED BY TAX INCREMENT REVENUES; PROVIDING DIRECTION 
AND AUTHORITY CONCERNING REDEVELOPMENT FINANCING AND 
THE ISSUANCE OF REDEVELOPMENT REVENUE BONDS; PROVIDING 
FOR AMENDMENT OF PART II, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE V, SECTION 2-203, 
REDEVELOPMENT TRUST FUND, OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS CODE OF 
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ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR RESTATEMENT AND REPEAL OF 
INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; RESERVING RIGHTS; PROVIDING 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR LIBERAL INTERPRETATION AND 
CORRECTION OF ERRORS, IF ANY; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Comments: 
Attorney Haag explained that the Council adopted the Resolution dealing with the CRA, 
and this is a second reading of the Ordinance to actually create the CRA. What Attorney 
Lawson has recommended was to read it by title and open the public hearing, receive 
comment and continue the hearing, depending on what transponds with the County and 
the City. 
Nick Carter, read from page 38 of the CRA Plan, which says that eminent domain is part 
of the CRA, which is a delivery vehicle for rights that the City should not have, and 
needs to be corrected.   Our neighborhood is not blighted, and the language in the plan 
has created a problem.
Unknown speaker stated He would like to accomplishment tonight that the Trailer Park 
and the Grove be removed from the CRA Plan.

Council President Hinkle stated that the Public Hearing will remain open pending the 
adoption of the Ordinance at a date and time, to be announced. 
Attorney Lawson stated that we should pick a couple dates certain, going forward, and 
noting the Agreement to Blight Resolution by the County, to occur before the 15th of 
April.  It should be publically announced by the chair that this will be continued to the 
City Council meeting of April 21st at 5:30 pm – both the open public hearing and the 
ordinance to continue this hearing. 
President Hinkle motioned to continue the Public Hearing open to the 21st of April, 
2015 at 5:30pm, and continue the meeting to further the adoption at that time.  
Councilwoman Hepfer seconded the motion.   The motion carried unanimously. 

Attorney Haag spoke to eminent domain as it relates to the CRA, and reflecting on 
Supreme Court Case, called the City of New London vs Kello. It was ruled that the City 
of New London could acquire individual personal properties for the purpose of 
redevelopment, and as a result of that decision, numerous states, to include Florida, have 
passed laws that you cannot use power of domain for redevelopment purposes.  The topic 
came up that Cities and Counties can acquire property within a CRA, but acquiring 
doesn’t necessarily mean eminent domain.     He encouraged that they not worry about 
Inverness condemning land to give it someone else to develop, as that cannot happen in 
the State of Florida. 
Attorney Lawson noted that as the Public Hearing has been continued, and is an open 
matter, we would invite the CRA back and reconvene and this does not mean we cannot 
have the required statutory joint hearing with Citrus County. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING
John Murphy, Citrus County Chamber of Commerce, Chair of Government Affairs 
Committee, spoke to the airport and the talks of a Business Park since 1999, which the 
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Chamber of Commerce has always been a strong advocate of. He referenced a 2000 
Airport Master Plan study and in 2008 was identified as the best thought place to put a 
Business Park in Citrus County. He spoke to the land swap between the City and the 
County and how the Chamber wants to see the City and County work together to resolve 
the issue. The opinion is the Inverness Business Park will be a far reaching, positive 
effect for the City of Inverness and will create a unique opportunity for economic growth 
that doesn’t currently exist anywhere else in Citrus County.  The Chamber is offering to 
assist anyway they can.

The ICRA board adjourned their meeting at 7:27pm.

Nick Carter spoke again regarding the CRA and removing Gospel Island from the plan. 
He spoke of the threat of eminent domain in a blighted area.
Don Taylor, Executive Director for the Economic Development Authority for Citrus 
County spoke to the access road for the Inverness Business Park. He stated this is a 
priority for the organization, to get this park built to help the City and County create jobs 
for this area. He referenced the dimensions of the roadway and the infrastructure 
available. He spoke of the environmental concerns and how the ground has already been 
disturbed without any issues. Mr. Taylor offered to be a mediator if needed between the 
City and the County to move this forward. He announced a public hearing on April 9, 
2015 for zoning. He referenced grant money from the state that is currently available.
Randy Oliver spoke of February meeting with City Manager DiGiovanni. He referenced 
a letter he wrote to City Manager and thinks it is something that can be built upon. He 
spoke of $12,500 funding committed to the War Memorial Monuments and is waiting for 
certain approvals. Rosemont/Rolling Greens utility system purchase was approved by the 
County sometime last year, and ready for public hearing. He spoke to the striping on 
South Apopka and that it be done in a safe manner. The County is waiting for a letter 
stamped by a registered professional engineer that it meets the design standards of current 
highway traffic safety standards, or that section of road could be dedicated to the City. 
The recycling containers at the Withlacoochee Training Center are being moved within 
three months. Whispering Pines Park would be considered part of the County budget 
process but is requesting a copy of the City budget for the park. The AmeriGas site for 
the trailhead has been agreed and they want access to survey the property with intent to 
put asphalt on the top to make it waterproof. Mr. Oliver thinks downtown planning is 
critical. He asked Council to consider the items outlined in the letter.
Council President Hinkle asked Mr. Oliver about the lack of response when the City has 
requested a breakdown of how city taxes are spent by the County.
Mr. Oliver stated that the Board of County Commissioners only controls 26% of the taxes 
with 74% of the taxes going to operate the jail, the Sheriff’s Department, all of the 
constitutional offices, courts, etc.  He will work on a response for the breakdown.
Mike Bays, 9380 S. Pleasant Grove Rd. and currently the sitting president for the EDC 
asked that we move forward on the Inverness Airport and the Industrial Park that’s been 
sitting there forever.  He spoke of the difference between economic growth and economic 
development. It is a great opportunity to come together, work together and move forward. 
Being that the EDC is now independent, not political, looks at what’s best for the 
citizens. A long-term strategic plan to protect the environment first and then how to bring 

Page 19 of 44



in and keep jobs and locate businesses together in certain areas would be moving forward 
for the community.

Council President Hinkle called for a brief five-minute recess @ 7:43pm
Reconvened at 7:51pm.

George Benson, 1624 E. Pacific Ln., Inverness, spoke to the importance of the road 
extension at the airport to get the business park going.  He noted in the 23 years he has 
resided in Citrus County there has been talk of the business park but nothing has 
happened. He stated how impressed he is with what is being done in Inverness. 
Rebecca Bays, Chamber of Commerce Chair, spoke of how the Florida Chamber has 
worked very diligently to make Florida a very competitive business environment.  Citrus 
County has also worked as diligently to become a competitive business environment. The 
chamber is here to support what has been said tonight regarding the airport, and hopes the 
Legislature will look at enterprise zones and put them back at the local level of 
government. 
Josh Wooten, President of the Chamber of Commerce stated he doesn’t think that there is 
any philosophical reason why this airport road can’t be done.  He stated he is a huge 
proponent of Inverness and how this would bring a new dynamic.  He asked to work with 
the economic developers regarding the road and would like to see a commitment from 
Council to get this done. 
Gene Davis, Inverness stated that decisions made through this Council affect us both 
directly and indirectly. There is an opportunity for a prime airport here that could 
accommodate corporate traffic. We have prime opportunity to incorporate the business 
park with this airport, and asked that they just give us that opportunity and put the politics 
behind.
Celeste Ann Schaub, 7924 S. Heather Point, Floral City spoke to the ordinance on e-
cigarettes and there is no comparison between e-cigarettes and combustible cigarette 
smoking.  She spoke of people trying to quit smoking and when other remedies fail some 
turn to vaping.  She spoke of the ingredients of the e- cigarettes compared to those of 
regular cigarettes. Consider this information when you make decision.

SCHEDULED APPEARANCES
None 

MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
None

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
None

CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilwoman Hepfer motioned to accept the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Councilman Ryan.  The motion   carried. 

a) Bill Listing*
 Recommendation – Approval 
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b) Council Minutes – 03/03/15*
 Recommendation – Approval 

c) Proclamation – “ Water Conservation Month”*
                    And “National Service Recognition Day”
 Recommendation – Approval 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
 11)a) E-Cigarette Ordinance (First Reading) – City Manager DiGiovanni explained 
that the rational for considering a regulatory ordinance governing the use of e-Cigarettes 
by employees while working was discussed at the January 18th, 2015 Council Meeting, 
with consensus to proceed with Ordinance for consideration. He noted the attached 
Ordinance developed by Attorney Haag, along with several articles on the subject of e-
Cigarettes. We are not looking at banning this in the community, but on governmental, 
public areas. City Manager referenced the information provided from the Food and Drug 
Administration, health clinics, etc.  This is simply dealing with behavioral aspects of the 
workplace and what would or would not be allowed in a building such as this or any 
other domains of the City of Inverness.  If the desire is to proceed, a public hearing and 
second reading of the ordinance will take place at the April 7th, 2015 meeting of City 
Council. 
City Attorney Haag emphasized that we are only regulating activity within city buildings, 
and the conduct of city employees and the members of the public visiting public 
buildings. There is one addition for Council to consider in Section 2 – Activities 
Prohibited, and recommended that it state “own and/or control”, in case the City leases 
property in the future. 
Councilwoman Bega motioned to have City Clerk Davis read Ordinance 2015 -709 
by title only. Seconded by Councilman Ryan.   The motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 - 709
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, PROHIBITING 
THE USE OF E-CIGARETTES IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED BY THE CITY OF INVERNESS; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS; 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR ACTIVITIES 
PROHIBITED; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF INCONSISTENT 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND, PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.
Discussion: 
Councilman Ryan spoke to being a former smoker and stopped by using this product, and 
how this ordinance was for the appearance of employees smoking while at work.  
Councilwoman Hepfer stated that she also used the e-cigarettes to stop smoking and 
provided some history of how it came about from a Chinese doctor.
Councilwoman Bega feels we are keeping consistency within the rules regarding city 
buildings and City properties. 
Councilman McBride stated his support for the ordinance and we are very sound having 
this ordinance regarding city buildings. 
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Councilwoman Bega motioned to approve Ordinance 2015-709 on the first reading, 
by title only.  Seconded by Councilman Ryan. Roll call vote was as follows: 
Councilman Ryan, yes; Councilwoman Bega, yes; Councilman McBride, yes; 
Councilwoman Hepfer, yes; President Hinkle, yes.  The motion carried. 

11)b) Re-Appointment of Board Members was addressed by City Manager noting this 
is a continuation from the last meeting, Council is asked to re-appoint the listed members 
to the stated Boards and /or Commissions:  
Zoning Board of Adjustment; David Brooks and Pete Kelly
Planning & Zoning; James Devine 
Code Enforcement Board; John Pepe and Harry Kratzer  
Councilwoman Hepfer motioned to re-appoint the listed members to the Boards and 
Commissions as submitted. Seconded by Councilman McBride. The motion carried. 
  
11)c) Valerie Theatre Project – 209 Courthouse Square (verbal) was addressed, with 
City Manager presenting the monthly report of the project. The marquee is up and has 
two programmable reader boards.  The Plaza is taking shape with brick being laid and is 
now visual and materializing right before us. The 21’ fountain is staked out and will 
begin construction.  He referenced the party wall and is working with Mr. Neal on clarity 
on what ‘to be made whole’ represents.  We see this to be shortly resolved and come to 
pass. The interior is shaped to how it will look somewhat when complete. He spoke to the 
LED lighting throughout the building, and that it has 4-6 weeks to go. An Invitation Only 
black tie affair is targeted for May 30 and an opening to the public on June 6.  He stated 
that the most important thing that should never be lost on the Valerie Theatre is its one-
of-a-kind for Citrus County.

11)d) Citrus County List of Projects/Policy Times – City Manager stated that with 
reference to the City letters to the County and surrounds the 9 points, the City of 
Inverness is on record for supporting the business park and how City Council took major 
steps to eventually invest $17.5 million dollars creating available infrastructure.   The 
business park is 16 years in discussion and still no adequate zoning, no policies, no plan 
for land mass for the business park. The business park was conceived by utilizing Watson 
Road and the County has furthered the advancement of the airport by spending money on 
hangers and a fixed based operator terminal utilizing Watson Road, so there is access.
Nine points came about to bring the two governments together, to pull it all together and 
make it easy.  There has been discussion by the Commission Chair that there are millions 
of dollars of pollution on this property. Nothing will happen to expose liability to the 
City, and nothing can be done until the zoning is in place, there is a plan, etc. We are here 
to work with EDC and Chamber, but a lot needs to be done on the County’s part. City 
Manager’s question to Council was should the nine points remain as a whole or broken 
apart.
Councilman Ryan spoke to initially getting the County buy in and their support.  Thinks 
the County doesn’t want to pay for Whispering Pines Park and feels the need to keep the 
9 point agreement in place as a whole. 
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Councilwoman Bega spoke in favor of the industrial park and all it will bring, but there 
are obstacles before they get there. Councilwoman spoke to the utilities included in the 
nine point agreement, and the work that has been done.     
Councilwoman Hepfer spoke to a joint meeting and thought we could work together to 
make everything happen. She referenced infrastructure, zoning, etc. 
Councilman McBride questioned if the City was willing to grant access prior to the 
possible pollution issue.  City Manager stated he received an email that the county was 
going to be on the property doing something, but did not request permission.    
Councilman McBride questioned if there is anything short of a vote on the part of the 
County Commission to approve all 9 points and be willing to accept in good faith before 
moving on.  He is in favor of leaving the 9 points intact.
Councilwoman Hepfer referenced the pollution concern and whatever the County did at 
Floral Park, where years ago was a dump.   
Council President Hinkle questioned when that area was a city dump, with City Manager 
stating maybe mid 60’s.
Consensus of Council was to stay with the 9 point agreement as a whole. 

City Manager DiGiovanni spoke to the CRA and how time consuming it is along with the 
Valerie Theatre project, lighting at Cooter Pond boardwalk, CIP budget, etc.  The 
unforeseen is the challenge with the CRA.

11) e) Council Re-Organization was addressed by City Manager DiGiovanni explaining 
the procedure to elect a President, Vice President, and to appoint members to various 
committees and boards.  He referenced the attached history of previous Presidents, 
committee appointments, etc.  The floor was opened to nominations for President and 
Vice President of City Council and spoke of the responsibility of payment drafts 
signatories.   
Council President Hinkle nominated Jacquie Hepfer for President of City Council.  
Seconded by Councilwoman Bega. The motioned carried unanimously.  
Council President Hepfer nominated Councilman Dave Ryan for Vice President of 
City Council.  Seconded by Councilwoman Bega.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Citrus County Chamber of Commerce Representative: Councilman Ryan accepted to 
remain as representative.
Citrus County Library Board Representative: Councilwoman Hepfer accepted to 
remain as representative of the Library Board.
EDC: Has gone private and representative was not needed.
TDC: Councilwoman Bega accepted to remain representative for the TDC.
WRWSA: No action needed – Crystal River Remain Representative
KCCB:  Councilman McBride nominated Councilwoman Hepfer as representative. 
Seconded by Councilman Ryan.
WRPC: Councilman Hinkle remains as representative 
MPO: Councilwoman Hepfer nominated Councilman McBride to remain as 
representative to the MPO. Seconded by Councilman Ryan. The motion carried.
Councilman McBride nominated Councilwoman Hepfer to remain as alternative 
representative to MPO. Seconded by Councilwoman Bega. The motion carried. 
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City Manager DiGiovanni additionally reported on the following:  
Saturday, March 21st, there will be many events to include Farmers Market @ 
Liberty Park; The Big Bass Tournament at Liberty Park in Lake Henderson; 
Clean Air Bike Ride staging @ the Inverness Trail Head on N. Apopka; and the 
MOPAR Club will have its large car show taking place outside the Government 
Center. This is an enormous weekend! 

COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS
Councilwoman Bega stated a lot of controversy from residents this evening was due to 
either lack of communication and misinterpretation, and wonders how to convince them 
otherwise.
City Manager DiGiovanni stated it is difficult when facts are rejected. When beliefs get 
to that level it presents a challenge to undo. 
Councilman McBride spoke to his recent cruise to the Caribbean. Disappointed in what 
was heard from people this evening. He stated the Valerie Theatre is beautiful and a big 
deal and we are on track and focused.  
Councilwoman Hepfer stated it was upsetting tonight and questioned at what point did 
we ever talk about any of that, at a loss when reputable attorneys telling them they were 
not correct. She stated how wonderful the St. Patrick’s Day event was.
Councilman Ryan agreed with the others concerning the attitude towards the CRA from 
the citizens.  He enjoyed the ROCCS ribbon cutting and the St. Patrick’s Day parade.  
People’s comments are very complimentary. 
Councilman Hinkle thanked all for the opportunity to serve as Council President this last 
year.  He spoke to the Valerie Theatre and what a difference.  March 20th is Florida 
Bicycle Back to Work Day and the month of March is Florida Bicycle Month.

CITIZENS NOT ON AGENDA 

Martha Hinkle 403 W. Grace St. Inverness spoke regarding the e-cigarette ordinance and 
how it is a wise decision. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:03pm 

_____________________________        ______________________________________
City Clerk Council President 
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          April 7th, 2015
  5:30 PM

The City Council of the City of Inverness met on the above date in Regular Session at 
212 W. Main Street with the following members present:  

President Hepfer
Vice President Ryan
Councilwoman Bega
Councilman McBride
Councilman Hinkle
Mayor Plaisted

Also present were City Manager DiGiovanni, City Attorney Haag, Asst. City Manager 
Williams, Community Development Director Malm, Finance Director Chiodo, and City 
Clerk Davis.

The Invocation was given by Councilman McBride and the Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by the City Council.

ACCEPTANCE  OF AGENDA 
Council President Hepfer noted a change of the Agenda  to move item 7) a) Mayor’s 
Local Achievement Awards to precede item 4)a Public Hearing.
Councilman McBride  motioned to accept the Agenda with noted change.  Seconded 
by  Councilwoman Bega.  The motioned carried.

MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Proclamation Presentation – “National Service Recognition Day”  - Mayor Plaisted 
presented to Laurie Diestler, NCVC Supervisor for Citrus County, a Proclamation for a 
nationwide engagement of citizens to improve lives and strengthen communities to 
support the Mayors Day of Recognition for National Service on April 7th, 2015.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
4)a) E-Cigarette Ordinance (2nd Reading) - Council President Hepfer addressed the 
Ordinance asking for a motion to read by title only. 
Councilman Hinkle motioned to read Ordinance 2015-709 by title only.  Seconded 
by Councilman Ryan.   The motion carried. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2015 - 709
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, PROHIBITING THE 
USE OF E-CIGARETTES IN PUBLIC BUILDINGS OWNED AND CONTROLLED 
BY THE CITY OF INVERNESS; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR ACTIVITIES PROHIBITED; PROVIDING FOR 
ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL 
OF INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; AND, 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Council  President Hepfer opened the Public Hearing

Speaking for the Ordinance : None 

Against the Ordinance: 

Kevin Skipper, 7140 Maysville Ct., Wesley Chapel, FL, the President of VISTA Truth, 
Inc., a Florida based Vaping Industry Alliance addressed Council.  He appreciates what 
Council was doing for their constituents in the City of Inverness, however felt the 
Ordinance is misdirected with misinformation based on the language and hopes they will 
table this action, until their organization could provide Council better information at a 
public workshop, and help develop an Ordinance more appropriate for the City. He has a 
problem with the insinuations that this is similar to tobacco and smoking, which is 
actually the largest tobacco harm reduction product the world has ever known. The City 
could accomplish this by putting signs at the entrances to public buildings saying no 
vaping or electronic cigarettes allowed.  He asked that they consider removing all the 
smoking, tobacco references, and nicotine references and simply say use of electronic 
cigarettes inside the city owned public buildings is not allowed.  Perception itself has 
never killed anyone, however tobacco products have, and the person vaping has made a 
life altering decision to use non tobacco products to help them stay off of tobacco 
products.  
Jeff Connell, 3392 Cedar Crest Loop, Co-owner of  INNEVAPE E-Liquids/VISTA, 
Hudson, Florida, addressed Council noting that they manufacture the E-Liquid that goes 
into the electronic cigarettes.  He wished to re-iterate what Mr. Skipper has said, and how 
people want to relate this to cigarettes. He stated that the perception is the key, and 
stressed to not allow a window to open that suggests this to be tobacco products or 
cigarette. He spoke to the measurements and agents used in e- cigarettes.
Jordan Dalessio , 3165 Grand Ave, Pinellas Park, FL  33782 , Vice President of Florida 
Smoke Free Association. Spoke of the Food and Drug Administration Tobacco Director, 
Mr. Zeller, who advised that  if all people smoking were to switch their cigarettes for  
non-combustible products, that would be good for public health.  He spoke to Federal 
Government having the opportunity to ban cigarettes, but didn’t as it involved lots of 
money.  He stated how he was a smoker for 30 years, and hasn’t had a cigarette in 2 years 
and utilizes vaping products.  He urged Council to table this item.  
Matthew William ,10275 Lenox Street, Clermont, 34711, Florida Vaping Association 
and owner of Composed Chaos E-Liquids and Composed Gas Software, approached 
Council and distributed educational studies on E-Cigarettes over the past 5 years.  He 
noted how he has been utilizing vaping for the past 6 years.  Over the past five years 
there has been a lot of discussion on the contents and long term effects on these products, 
etc. and at the same time it’s dangerous, deadly and toxic, and you can’t claim both.  He 
noted how the handouts provided, shows there is no cause for concern with the 
components of this product.  Another problem with this, are the claims made regarding 
marketing to children with flavors, and noted how adults love flavors, which provides a 
large part in the success rate with adults taking on this product. He suggested putting up 
signs prohibiting vaping in the government buildings, and that Council table this issue 
and read the provided studies and let them help craft a sound policy. 
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Dr. Carolyn Kohn, 5579 Birchwood Rd. S, approached Council noting all the e-mails 
she had forwarded them, and how she was a 5 year non-smoker and a Vapor. She noted 
how all e-cigarettes don’t necessarily look like a cigarette. In her workplace, they her 
employer finds it beneficial and how her manager encourages it, as it keeps her 
productivity up, spoke to the many benefits of vaping, rather than smoking cigarettes, and 
has improved her quality of life. 

Council discussion:
Councilman Ryan commented how he was a former smoker and understands the 
advantages of vaping, but the City was looking at the perception.  
Councilman Hinkle spoke to being in the medical profession for 44 years, and sees the 
effects of smoking, and how vaping is a good alternative.  We’re not saying it’s bad, but 
we don’t want the perception in this building.
Councilman McBride noted how he had been interviewed on this issue, by several.  To 
him, not permitting vaping in a public building is common sense, good manners, etc.  and 
shows respect for others. His issue with this is not whether or not it should be permitted 
in a city building, but the language in the ordinance itself, which seems to draw attention.  
The ordinance is sound and responsible in the context of not permitting vaping in any city 
building, which is what we want. 
Councilwoman Bega believed it was a sound ordinance as well, and while this is a public 
building, it is also a workplace, and the courtesy of not vaping next to someone in their 
work area should be upheld, as we shouldn’t have distraction at your workplace. 
Mayor Plaisted  stated that overall the city is just trying to have some control over 
situations which appear to be unsociable to many.  We prefer a certain protocol in the 
workplace and it is up to Council to keep the integrity of the building intact.  He agrees 
with Council that inside our building it is not the place to do that. 
President Hepfer stated that a simple “No Smoking – No Vaping” sign would work. 
The Public Hearing was closed. 
Councilman Ryan motioned to adopt Ordinance 2015- 709  on the second reading, 
by title only.  Seconded by Councilman McBride. Roll call vote was as follows: 
Councilwoman Bega, Nay; Councilman McBride, yes; Councilman Hinkle, yes; 
Councilman Ryan, yes; President Hepfer, Nay.  The motion carried.      

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING

Kevin Skipper, 7140 Maysville Ct., Wesley Chapel, FL, the President of VISTA Truth, 
Inc.  of Florida Nonprofit, readdressed Council  Stating his disappointment that Council 
passed the Ordinance  leaving in all the language which ties the vaping into tobacco 
products. If they decide in the near future to re-address the issue, he asked they contact 
them for discussion.
Attorney Haag  addressed Council commenting that when the Ordinance is codified into 
the Ordinance Book,  the “Whereas”  will disappear and will only have section numbers 
with respect to the penalty provision.  The City is confined by Florida Statutes as to what 
penalties they can have in an ordinance.    There has to be a means to enforce the 
ordinance. 
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Matthew William ,10275 Lenox Street, Clermont, 34711, Florida Vaping Association 
and owner of Composed Chaos E-Liquids and Composed Gas Software, addressed 
Council and spoke of his use of e-cigarettes for the past 4 years. He agrees with Council 
that it is a distraction, and shouldn’t be in a City building, but the real point is that they 
do not agree with the wording “harmful combustible tobacco products”  and  disagrees 
with the verbiage in the Ordinance and urged they relook at this. 
Jordan Dalessio, 3165 Grand Ave, Pinellas Park, FL  33782, addressed council and 
stated that the Ordinance they just passed classified e-cigarettes with tobacco, and 
reiterated on the harms of tobacco vs vaping.   

John Murphy, Boy Scout Troop Leader for 457,  addressed Council with regard to the 
Recycling Center located at Withlacoochee Technical College (WTC), and spoke to the 
history of it, at that location, and the personal relationship the Scouts had to the recycling 
center.  He spoke to the request by the City to the County to relocate the dumpsters due to 
complaints by residents of the hauler emptying the dumpsters around 7:00am or earlier.  
Mr. Murphy stated how this recycling location had the second highest volume in the 
County, as it is right in the center of town.   He noted that the County wished to relocate 
the center to the Fairgrounds.  He feels that the majority of this trash will no longer be 
recycled, but find its way to the landfill and wanted Councils help in allowing the 
dumpster remain where they are.  He spoke to the profit made between the Scouts and the 
WTC from the center of $6,000, and they would lose this funding which provides outings 
for the scouts. Help them come up with a resolution to keep the recycling center 
somewhere in town, to be convenient for those who utilize it. He asked they move 
forward with the County to get this issue resolved. 
City Manager DiGiovanni stated that this was a staff initiated issue regarding a 
complaint of a quality of life situation in the area, waking people up at 5:30-6:00am.  The 
point is that when we spoke with the County casually, and followed with the written 
request for us to help them find a suitable location, but unfortunately not much 
conversation occurred. He asked that Mr. Murphy please find a way to get some parties 
to the table, and  we would be more than happy to participate.    He noted that the City of 
Inverness is a fully recycling community, and this is trash coming from elsewhere, 
however with collaboration involving the School System, he is sure that more can be 
considered.    
Judy Vandermark, owner of two businesses and building in the downtown, spoke to the 
recycling center at Withlacoochee Technical College. She is the committee Chair for 
Troop 457, and this money received from the center has helped us get the Scouts to the 
point of Eagle Scout.  

Samantha Carter, 204 E Vine Street, Inverness, asked that City Council remove her 
property and residential neighborhood from the expanded CRA Plan, and she does not 
believe her neighborhood meets the definition of Blighted Conditions. She asked they act 
in the best interest of their beautiful neighborhood and remove them from this plan.

William Carter, P.P. Box 553, Floral City, FL  34436 , addressed Council and spoke to 
the inclusion of the land between E Vine Street and the NW shore of Big Lake Henderson 
in this Blighted Community Redevelopment Area Map published in the paper. The 
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importance of getting this on the record and published is so the other voters in Inverness 
and other interested parties have a chance to express their views on this plan to the 
Council. 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCES
None 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
None

CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilman Hinkle motioned to accept the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Councilwoman  Bega.  The motion carried. 

a) Bill Listing*
 Recommendation – Approval 

b) Council Minutes – 03/17/15*
 Recommendation – Approval 

c) Proclamation – “National Day of Prayer”*
 Recommendation – Approval 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

10)a) Citrus United Basket (CUB) Building Ownership Transfer was addressed by 
City Manager DiGiovanni who advised that Citrus United Basket (CUB) has relocated 
from the city property on Mill Avenue to a new location.  Remaining on the city property 
is a modular structure, which is in good condition and CUB desires to donate the 
structure to the City of Inverness. They are prepared to execute documents to confirm the 
transfer and City Council would need to accept the structure.  He spoke to working with 
the Supervisor of Elections using the modular building on Mill Street for storage and 
renovating the building on Dampier Street, now being used by Supervisor of Elections for 
storage, to accommodate a functional governmental entity, i.e. lease arrangement.
Councilman McBride motioned to accept the modular structure, without 
stipulations, from CUB.  Seconded by Councilman Ryan. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

10)b) School Concurrency Inter-Local Agreement – Verbal -  City Manager 
DiGiovanni stated that no formal action by Council was necessary, and he wished to 
bring to their attention the issue of School Concurrency. There is a multiparty interagency 
agreement which involves the two cities, County government and the School system, 
which causes the governments to agree the school concurrency is an important element 
and the governments agree through impact fee to keep the school system properly funded 
for eventual growth. We have had some casual conversation with County Government of 
their desire to modify this agreement and no one has met yet on this with regard to the 
modification. He noted correspondence dated March 31st, from the county, desiring they 
terminate the agreement in whole.  This is a 4 party agreement, and he doesn’t believe 
unilateral action of one can terminate an agreement of all.  City staff will reach out to the 

Page 29 of 44



School System to determine their interest in maintaining such an agreement, and if they 
agree we will contact Crystal River and arrange meetings with County government to 
find out why their desire at this time might be to eliminate school concurrency.  

City Manager DiGiovanni additionally reported on the following:  

 The Budget Overview is scheduled for this Thursday, April 9th  @ 5:30, at  
the IGC

 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) is being developed as we speak.  These 
are very significant instruments for the forward progress of City 
Government. 

 CRA potential expansion has included extraordinary steps to notice people 
on the intentions of expanding the CRA.  The continued public hearing 
will be reopened on April 21st, where Council can either vote or continue 
with the public hearing.  Notice was sent again to the taxing authorities 
and newspaper. 

 He spoke to correspondence to County Administrator, Mr. Oliver, 
regarding war memorials around Courthouse Square.  This letter detailed 
the process regarding the potential relocation of the memorials. There was 
confusion at the County level that this was city driven, but was actually 
driven by Clark Stillwell.   He referenced the information provided to find 
a letter regarding an emergency meeting two years after the committee 
commenced, and the best way to proceed. What Mr. Stillwell put together 
involved a well respected landscape architect and Admiral, Dr. Carlton 
McLeod, as well as the veterans community.   Monuments are in conflict 
where they are presently, as they are being used for seating and climbing 
on, and should be respected.  He spoke of when the monuments first came 
to be and how that was the main roadway through town, which has now 
been changed and the monuments lack the visual impact on passing 
motorists. He hopes the committee stays intact and we will all work 
together to bring quality and respect to these monuments.

 At a recent County Commission meeting they spoke of the  MSBU,  and 
suggested viewing the last 30 minutes of that meeting.   City Manager 
referenced the MSBU versus an MSTU, service levels, the voter initiated 
tax. The BOCC has all intention of coming to Council to change thoughts 
on this.   He found it interesting that BOCC stated they had one on one 
conversations with each other, which is different than what we do. There 
needs to be public meetings to cast votes properly.  The City has been 
contacted by Mr. Oliver and we welcome discussions. 

 Valerie Theatre project is moving swiftly with landscaping to occur this 
week.  He noted the fountain, refurbishing of existing signage, etc.  May 
30 will be an invitational opening of the Theatre.  Final decisions of what 
the Theatre will be used for hasn’t been made and policies are not in place 
yet, and will be coming before City Council soon. Council will be very 
proud of the finished project. 
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 COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS
Mayor Plaisted found the e-cigarette conversation interesting and looks forward to further 
discussion on it.   He stated it is a pleasure going to the various ribbon cuttings, with 
more to come, which is good as more businesses are coming here. We have pledged to 
make this place better, and expressed to Mr. Carter that there are no plans to do anything 
with the trailer park. Spoke of years past and what the downtown parks were like 
compared to today. 
Councilman McBride stated he attended the MSBU workshop at the County this 
morning.  City Council would be mistaken to go into the MSBU as it was first presented, 
as a take it or leave it, and noted that it will take all of the parties sitting down and having 
discussions.  Recently there was a great Fishing Tournament in Inverness that was fun 
and well attended. E-cigarette issue was thrown back and Councilman would consider 
looking at the E-cigarette issue again at a later date, if there is merit to that. 
Councilwoman Bega stated she was in conflict with E-cigarette issue and after listening 
to the public comments thought the verbiage should possibly be adjusted. 
Councilman Ryan spoke to Bass Tournament and the various ribbon cuttings.  He related 
his view on the E-Cigarette issue, his past smoking experience and the effects on his 
children smoking  Smoking or vaping in city buildings, especially when youth are 
present, sets a bad example. We are here to leave the City in a better way than found, and 
referenced the CRA. 
Councilman Hinkle spoke of being against E-cigarettes in the City buildings. In general, 
E-cigarettes are a plus thing and beneficial in the medical community. He spoke of the 
misquotation by the press regarding the CRA and development of property in the grove 
area.  Councilman spoke to Boy Scouts and the dumpster noise affecting the surrounding 
residences, and doesn’t agree to where the County is moving it. 
Council President Hepfer stated the intention was not to move the recycling dumpsters as 
far away as the County has determined. Spoke to the MSBU, and Inverness city limits 
versus Inverness mailing addresses. Her issue on the E-cigarette ordinance was the 
wording, adding that the E-cigarettes worked for her when she decided to stop smoking. 

CITIZENS NOT ON AGENDA 
Karen Esty spoke to the School Concurrency Interlocal Agreement and the current 
legislative session with Representative Franklin proposing several changes to how 
schools operate with a change to classroom size.  This would be changing a constitutional 
amendment and will circumvent what the voters had previously passed by doing this by 
ordinance. She spoke to how closet space could be calculated in as square footage to hold 
more students.   They also want to take school construction monies and give it to private 

Meeting adjourned @   7:17pm

_______________________________      _________________________________
City  Clerk Council President 
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Agenda Memorandum – City of Inverness   
April 17, 2015 

TO:  Elected Officials 

FROM: City Manager (Prepared by Eric Williams) 

SUBJECT: Evaluation and Appraisal Letter – Informational  

CC:  City Clerk  

Enclosure: EAL Letter   
   
 
The Community Planning Act of 2011 caused significant modifications to the growth 
management requirements for local governments as found in Chapter 163 of State 
Statute. Prior to the 2011 Act, every seven years the City was mandated to review and 
update its Comprehensive Plan, as required by Chapter 163 of the Florida Statutes. This 
was accomplished through the Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) process that 
evaluated the progress of implementing the goals, objectives, policies, maps and text of 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan. This was a robust and lengthy process that was 
effectively minimized/nullified in the 2011 Act. 
 
Today, the mandate under the new act falls to a simplified process of submitting an 
Evaluation and Appraisal Letter (EAL). It essentially lists changes in State 
Comprehensive Plan requirements in the heavily modified Chapter 163(FS) that are not 
reflected in the existing comprehensive plan. The City’s EAL was due April 1, 2015 and 
we will have one year from the aforementioned date to adopt the outlined changes in the 
EAL through amendments of its Comprehensive Plan. Much of what is effectuated in the 
EAL transmitted by the City to the State focused on the removal of previously required 
State mandates that were removed as part of the 2011 Act.  
 
The City’s Planning and Zoning Board will oversee the preparation of the changes listed 
in the EAL holding public hearings to advance a recommendation to City Council for 
each that will be outlined in the respective Comprehensive Plan Amendment. While not 
required, the Inverness Planning and Zoning Commission held a review and discussion of 
the EAL at their April 1st meeting. The EAL will essentially produce Comprehensive Plan 
Amendments that will modify eight chapters in the document.  
 
Recommended Action – NONE  
 
If you wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
___________________________ 
Frank DiGiovanni 
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Agenda Memorandum – City of Inverness 
 

 
 

Administrative Offices 
212 West Main Street, Inverness Florida 34450 

www.Inverness-Fl.gov 
Page 1 of 1  WelcomeHomeVietFireworkContingency 04-17-15.docx 

 
DATE:  April 17, 2015 

ISSUE:  Use of Contingencies 

FROM:  City Manager 

CC:  City Clerk and Sheri Chiodo 

ATTACHED: Budget Transfer Sheet 
 
 
Every attempt is made to restrict using contingency funds.  This year we have the 
privilege of being a big part of two spectacular events: Welcome Home Vietnam 
Veterans and the Gala Opening of the Valerie Theatre Cultural Center.  For the moment, 
we will limit focus to the Welcome Home Vietnam Vets program. 
 
Community support has been strong.  The Event is planned by a committee with direct 
involvement of the Inverness Event and Visitors Bureau.  Program elements include four 
bands, exhibits and general displays of the era, the Traveling Wall, and at to conclude 
Saturday’s grand event will be a pyro-tech show over Big Lake Henderson. 
 
Donations are being accepted and we expect will continue up to the event itself.  To 
secure the pyro-tech display and related labor, insurance and site prep issues, the use of 
contingencies in the amount of $5,000, will be needed to secure the contract. 
Replenishment of contingency funds will be accomplished by donations.  We hope to 
replenish the full amount, but that may not be possible.  
 
 
Recommended Action –  
Motion, second and vote to approve the use of contingency funds in the amount of $5,000 
to support the fireworks show as part of the 2015 Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans 
program. 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Frank DiGiovanni 
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CITY OF INVERNESS Budget Transfer Appropriation
FISCAL YEAR :    2015 Finance Reference #: 2015-07

Additional New Budget New
Original Previous Amount Budget Reduction Budget

Item # Account Number Account Description Budget Transfers Requested Amount Requested Amount

1 01745740-533400-74010
Contractual Services - 
Welcome Home Vets Event 15,200 0 5,000 20,200

01191902-599990 Council Contingencies 200,000 0 (5,000) 195,000

REASON FOR TRANSFER:
  

2   0 0 0 0

0

REASON FOR TRANSFER:
 

3   0 0 0 0

  0 0 0 0

REASON FOR TRANSFER:
 

REQUESTED BY: APPROVED BY: APPROVED BY:

 Sharon Skeele-Hogan ____________________ __________________________  4/15/2015
           (Department Director)             (Finance Director)               (City Manager) (Date)

Appropriate funding for fireworks

 

1  of  Budget Transfer Form 4/16/2015
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