
AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

March 1, 2016 - 5:30 PM 
 
 

 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
Any person who decides to appeal any decision of the Governing Body with respect to any 
matter considered at this meeting will need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, 
may need to provide that a verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based (Section 286.0105, Florida 
Statutes). 
 
Accommodation for the disabled (hearing or visually impaired, etc.) may be arranged with 
advance notice of seven (7) days before the scheduled meeting, by dialing (352) 726-2611 
weekdays from 8 AM to 4 PM. 

 
ENCLOSURES* 
 

1) INVOCATION, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL 
 

2) PLEASE SILENCE ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 

3) ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
 

4) PUBLIC HEARINGS  
4 - 54 a) Comprehensive Plan Amendment - Ordinance -Ordinance #2016-

713*(1st Reading) 
 

 

5) OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 
The public is invited to express opinion on any item for this meeting or pending 

action at a future meeting of City Council.  (Speaking time limit:  Individual - 3 

minutes; Group/Organization - 5 minutes)  
 a) Sheriff Department - Yearly Crime Activity Stats Report 
 

6) PRE-SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES 
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AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

March 1, 2016 - 5:30 PM 
 

7) MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS  
 a) Rotary Club of Inverness 
 

8) CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
 

9) CONSENT AGENDA  
55 a) Bill Listing * 

 
Recommendation - Approval 
  

56 - 59 b) Council Minutes - 02/16/16* 
 
Recommendation - Approval 
  

60 - 62 c) Proclamation - "Water Conservation Month"* 
                         "Springs Protection Awareness Month"* 
  
 
Recommendation - Approval  
 

 

10) CITY MANAGER’S REPORT Correspondence/Reports/Recommendations  
63 - 87 a) Fire Services - Mutual Aid Agreement* 

  
88 - 89 b) Council Meeting Date Change* 

  
 c) Other 
 

11) COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS 
 

12) NON-SCHEDULED PUBLIC COMMENT 
(Speaking time limit:  Individual - 3 minutes; Group/Organization - 5 minutes) 

 

13) ADJOURNMENT  
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AGENDA FOR REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA, CITY HALL, 212 WEST MAIN STREET 

March 1, 2016 - 5:30 PM 
 
 a)  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
  
St. Patrick’s Festival 
Saturday, March 12th, 2016 
Shamrock Scamper 5K @ 4:00pm 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade @  5:30pm 
Shamrock the Block @ 7:00pm  
Downtown Inverness 
  
  
  
Inverness City Council Regular Meeting 
(The meeting date has been changed due to Presidential Preference 

Election on Tues. March 15) 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 at 5:30pm 
Inverness Government Center 
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Agenda Memorandum – City of Inverness 
February 26, 2016 

ISSUE:   Evaluation and Appraisal Based Comprehensive Plan Amendments 

FROM:   City Manager (Prepared by Bruce Day) 

CC:    City Clerk 

ATTACHED: Proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment Ordinance  
 
 
Florida Statutes §163.3191 requires the City of Inverness to periodically review its 
Comprehensive Plan and determine whether plan amendments are necessary to reflect changes in 
state law requirements. The City conducted this review and determined that changes to the 
Comprehensive Plan are necessary to reflect modifications in state law. The City provided 
notification to the State Land Planning Agency and identified necessary plan amendments.  
 
Through the evaluation and appraisal process staff assembled a set of Comprehensive Plan 
Amendments for consideration.  Subsequently, the Inverness Planning and Zoning Commission 
held the required public hearing to discuss and consider the amendments and to receive public 
comment.   The Planning Commission, acting as the local planning agency, recommends 
approval of the amendments. 
 
The primary purpose of the amendments is to maintain compliance.  In some cases, amendments 
update the plan based on current development trends or changing conditions in the community. 
Other amendments are purely editorial.   Additionally included are maps that required an update 
to show changes that have been adopted by City Council, to include a summary of the adopted 
CIP (Capital Improvement Plan).  Commentary in “bold italics” accompanies amendments to 
clarify the scope and rationale for the change.  This commentary is intended to assist decision 
makers and review agencies and not intended to be adopted as comprehensive plan policy 
content. 
 
 
Recommended Action:    
Motion, second and vote to adopt Ordinance 2016-713 at the first reading, and approve to 
transmit the Comprehensive Plan Amendments for state and regional review.  
 
 
If you wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Frank DiGiovanni 
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ORDINANCE NO 2016- 713

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, ORDINANCE 2008-654  OF THE INVERNESS CODE OF 
ORDINANCES: PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR THE 
ADOPTION OF EVALUATION AND APPRAISAL BASED AMENDMENTS TO 
THE GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILTY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Part II, Chapter 163, Florida Statues, set forth minimum 
requirements for comprehensive plans, and

WHEREAS, the City of Inverness has prepared an Evaluation and Appraisal 
Letter for the Comprehensive Plan based upon the foregoing state statute and rule, and

WHEREAS, the Evaluation and Appraisal Letter identified amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan, and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida, Department of Community Affairs, has 
determined that the following amendments are necessary to bring the Comprehensive 
Plan into compliance.

NOW THEREFORE, be it enacted by the City Council of The City of Inverness, 
Florida, in regular meeting this  day of  2016, as follows:

Section 1:  The Code of Ordinances of the City of Inverness, specifically 
Ordinance 2008-654, the Comprehensive Plan, is hereby amended as follows:

Section 2: Findings of Fact – Based upon the legislative intent heretofore 
articulated, the City Council of the City of Inverness, Florida, make the following 
findings of fact:

a. The City of Inverness is authorized and required by the State of Florida to 
adopt a comprehensive growth management plan.

b. The City of Inverness Planning Commission, as the designated Local 
Planning Agency, has provided for broad dissemination of all elements of 
the Comprehensive Plan; and has held the required public hearing with 
due public notice to solicit public comment regarding the amendments.

c. The City Council of the City of Inverness has held the required public 
hearings with due public notice to solicit public comment on all of the 
elements of the Comprehensive Plan, and complied with all other 
requirements of the applicable state statute and rule.
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Section 3: Adoption of Amendments. – The City Council of the City of 
Inverness does hereby adopt the amendments to the Goals, Objectives, and Policies 
document of the Comprehensive Plan, attached hereto and marked as Exhibit “A” and 
Capital Improvement Plan “Exhibit “B”.

Section 4: Severability – In the event any section, paragraph, sentence, 
clause, or portion of the Ordinance shall for any reason be held unconstitutional, invalid, 
or ineffective, the same shall not repeal, nullify, or in any way affect any other section, 
paragraph, sentence, clause, or portion of this Ordinance. The City Council of the City of 
Inverness hereby declares that it would have enacted each separate section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, or portion of this Ordinance irrespective of any other section, paragraph, 
sentence, clause, or portion thereof. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict 
herewith, are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed.

Section 5: Effective Date - The effective date of this Ordinance shall be as 
provided by law

UPON A MOTION DULY MADE AND CARRIED, the foregoing 
Ordinance was adopted on the  day of  2016.

CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA

By:
    JACQUIE HEPFER, President

By:
ROBERT PLAISTED, Mayor

ATTEST:

DEBORAH DAVIS, City Clerk

Approved as to form and correctness:

LARRY HAAG, City Attorney
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02/25/2016 12:50  |CITY OF INVERNESS  |P  1 
siddings  |CASH REQUIREMENTS REPORT  |apcshreq 

 
 

VENDOR DOCUMENT     INVOICE              VOUCHER   DESCRIPTION                    DUE DATE    DUE 02/29/16 
 
 
TOTALS FOR CITRUS COUNTY CHRONICLE  68.20 

 
TOTALS FOR MAILFINANCE INC  146.00 

 
TOTALS FOR HAWKINS, INC.  96.00 

 
TOTALS FOR A.C.M.S., INC  7,681.23 

 
TOTALS FOR HISE ROOFING, INC  600.00 

 
TOTALS FOR KAROL KUSMAUL  1,858.50 

 
TOTALS FOR MANN-ICURE LAWN SERVICE AND LANDSCAPING  3,555.33 

 
TOTALS FOR MT CAUSLEY, INC  4,322.50 

 
TOTALS FOR NAPA OF INVERNESS  75.02 

 
TOTALS FOR NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS  1,633.66 

 
TOTALS FOR PUBLIC EMPLOYEES UNION  25.66 

 
TOTALS FOR SUMTER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC  378.40 

 
TOTALS FOR SVK, INC.  564.00 

 
TOTALS FOR 2D ENTERPRISES  81.00 

 
TOTALS FOR UNIFIRST CORPORATION  64.43 

 
TOTALS FOR US LEGAL SERVICES, INC  37.50 

 
TOTALS FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT OF CENTRAL FL  46,320.08 

 
TOTALS FOR WEGNER CORPORATION, INC.  1,329.00 

 
TOTALS FOR WOODARD & CURRAN, INC  128,962.18 

 
REPORT TOTALS  197,798.69 

 
 

** END OF REPORT - Generated by Stacey Iddings ** 
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                   February 16, 2016
   5:30 PM
The City Council of the City of Inverness met on the above date in Regular Session at  
212 W. Main Street with the following members present:  

President Hepfer
Vice President Ryan
Councilwoman Bega
Councilman McBride
Councilman Hinkle
Mayor Plaisted

Also present were City Manager DiGiovanni, City Attorney Tonya Williams, Asst. City 
Manager Williams, Community Development Director Day, Finance Director Chiodo, 
Woodard & Curran Director Mike Regina and City Clerk Davis.
The Invocation was given by Councilman Hinkle and the Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by the City Council.

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
Councilman Ryan   motioned to accept the Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Councilman McBride.  The motioned carried unanimously.

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING
None 

SCHEDULED APPEARANCES
None 

MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
7)a) Proclamation Presentation – “Engineers Week” – was addressed by Mayor 
Plaisted who read and presented the Proclamation to Amber Gartner, Chapter President. 

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT
None

CONSENT AGENDA 
a) Bill Listing*

 Recommendation – Approval 
b) Council Minutes –  02/02/16

 Recommendation – Approval
Councilman McBride motioned to accept the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Councilman Ryan.  The motion carried. 
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT
 10)a) SS Solutions Agreement – Staff Services was addressed by City Manager 
DiGiovanni.  He referenced a contractual agreement put in place in 2013 with SS 
Solutions, a staff leasing firm in St. Augustine, FL, which allows the City to contract 
employee services through a staff leasing company and avoiding loss of long-term 
personnel covered by the Florida Retirement System. This contractual agreement would 
maintain the status of the City Clerk’s Office until the end of August or September 2016. 
The rational is to keep tenure in place to address Budget Development for 2016-17, the 
Assessment Program for Sweetwater Pointe, and the upcoming Qualifying Process for 
City Council Elections. He noted that this arrangement would actually be a savings of 
$572 per month to the City.  
Councilman Hinkle motioned to authorize the funding for City Clerk services to 
cover this program, as budget for fiscal cycle 2015-16.   Seconded by Councilwoman 
Bega. The motion carried unanimously. 

Councilman McBride motion to engage the Staff Leasing Agreement previously 
adopted, for City Clerk Services, and authorize the Council President and City 
Manager work with SS Solutions to secure a desirable candidate to recommend at 
the next meeting of City Council. Seconded by Councilman Ryan. The motioned 
carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Bega motion to appoint the City Manager as the Charter Officer 
administrator of SS Solutions contract for services for City Clerk Services, and 
provide authorization for the City Manager to administer all elements of the 
agreement.  Seconded by Councilman Hinkle.

10)b) Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) Implementation was 
addressed and City Manager referenced the SCADA Agreement which will build an 
interactive system to  monitor critical components of utility operations. The initial phase-
one cost will be approximately $300,000 for a basic program.  At the City’s option, the 
monitoring of facilities can be added to the SCADA in an affordable manner, via the 
budget process. The design of the system would be done by expertise through 
our agreement with Woodard and Curran.  He stated that the previous presentation was 
more costly, and we are looking at a more basic system upfront.  After the first year and 
in the ensuing budget process, we will look to add to it as it deems necessary and 
appropriate. 
Councilman Ryan questioned  if the system will be able to detect leaks like we previously 
had?   City Manager stated that the initial SCADA won’t get to that level, but future 
expansion of the monitoring system will.  With this system the City will have real time 
monitoring of the pressures of main transmission lines and be able to detect losses of 
pressures and where they are emanating.  It will put in place technology which allows 
monitoring of the system (ie; pumps, motors and lift stations).
Councilman McBride brought to attention inaccurate totals in the agreement, IV Project 
Phase Compensation and Probable Cost, and realizing these are estimates. 
City Manager stated that with approval of City Council, we will appropriate the sufficient 
funds to make this work. 
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Mayor Plaisted questioned how expansive could the project get with the $300,000.  City 
Manager noted that it could get as expansive as you want, and reasonably we would like 
to add another $100,000 to this over a 1-3 year period.    
Councilman Ryan motioned to accept the SCADA Services Agreement with 
Woodard and Curran, and authorize the Council President to execute the 
document, and the City Manager to administer change orders to the program.  
Seconded by Councilman Hinkle. The motion carried unanimously. 

10)c) Board & Commission Member Resignation – City Manager advised that Dan 
Falcone served on the AARC for many years, and regretfully tendered his resignation due 
to a relocation.  Councilwoman Bega motioned to accept the resignation for Dan 
Falcone from the AARC and related Boards. Seconded by Councilman McBride. 
The motion carried unanimously. 

10)d) Safe Route to School was addressed. City Manager DiGiovanni explained that this 
is a FDOT project working in urbanism, to place sidewalks along Pleasant Grove Road to 
Pleasant Grove Elementary. Enclosed correspondence from DOT does not promote the 
expansion to Pine Grove.  The City has asked that they consider extending the sidewalk 
to Pine Grove Development just beyond the school entrance. No action necessary this 
evening.  

10)e) Citizens Transparency Website Deployment (Presentation) with City Manager 
presenting an overhead display of a new software program for the City’s website that will 
connect to all aspects of City Government, mostly focusing on financial activities. It is all 
connected in this program to see where the money comes from and where it goes.  He 
demonstrated various screens, with different categories, to use to find the information.  
The program will be launched on March 1st as part of the City’s website and will provide 
access to information the citizenry is interested in. 

10)f) Zephyr Street Project  was addressed by City Manager DiGiovanni who provided 
an update, identifying portions of Zephyr Street between Ella Avenue and Pine Avenue.  
Ella Street has turned into a cut through to avoid traffic and stop signs in the downtown.  
We want to build some identifiable features that involve traffic calming and add some 
pizazz with brick effects at intersections and landscaping, storm water management, as 
well as straightening some of the sharp turns. The goal is to bring elements to encourage 
people to realize they are in a special part of city, which encourages other improvements 
in the area. City Manager referenced various slides depicting the subject area with 
different views, and the changes, to include a roundabout.  He spoke to other elements of 
the project and improvements to be made, especially to promote slowing traffic.

City Manager DiGiovanni additionally reported on the following:  
Last Friday’s seminar with Council was very beneficial.  Ken Small made a presentation 
emphasizing limitations on what we can do because of legislature, etc.   One thing 
pointed out was funding arrangements created over the years and how the legislature 
constantly looks to divert money from communities to the State government.
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Mayor Plaisted asked if the Zephyr Street project will include sidewalks due to lots of 
foot traffic. City Manager stated not in this project but it could in the future.  He spoke to 
the limited right of way areas and possible ways to create a pathway at some point.

Councilman McBride spoke to roundabouts and the safety of them regarding the senior 
residents with City Manager noting that the goal is to create a feature to be identifiable 
from distant viewing, and a single lane should not create a challenge.

 COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS
Councilman McBride stated he enjoyed the conference and was very beneficial and liked 
the opportunity to ask questions. 
Mayor Plaisted is looking forward to the completion of the shopping center across the 
street and to Friday Night Thunder. 
Councilwoman Bega stated the conference was informative and it opens the mind to 
things you see and hear.  She questioned improvements and timeframe for MLK. City 
Manager spoke to lack of CDBG funding. We may find it necessary to fund it in the 
future from the General Fund as we are not able to keep road in that state much longer. 
Councilman Hinkle agreed the seminar was very informative. We look to the future for 
the best ways to take care of projects.  He spoke to the sidewalks on Pleasant Grove, if 
the State doesn’t improve the area past Pleasant Grove, we may wish to do that ourselves.  
He spoke to upcoming events and how traffic calming along Zephyr will help.
Councilman Ryan stated the seminar was great.  He spoke to the City Manager’s segue 
into the transparency presentation this evening, the importance of the information.  He 
noted the Zephyr St. groundbreaking, Friday Night Thunder, St. Patrick’s Day event, etc.
Councilwoman Hepfer spoke to how it will be interesting to see what occurs with the 
roundabouts.  

CITIZENS NOT ON AGENDA 
George Gouldbourn, Huntinglodge Dr. addressed Council regarding the trees along 
Tompkins Street and suggested they be replaced with palm trees.
Harry Kratzer spoke to potholes on Tompkins Street with City Manager noting that Ella 
Avenue is county maintained and we are trying to work with them on improvements, and 
will see if we can fill some of the holes.  He questioned bank auto-debit for water bills 
with City Manager directing him to contact City finance department, as it can be done.   
Don Reynolds, Line Ave. spoke to making a diagonal change at intersection of Line & 
Zephyr by the trailer park.  City Manager noted we will try to make it as navigable as 
possible. 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:40pm

_______________________________            _______________________________
City Clerk    Council President 
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Agenda Memorandum – City of Inverness   
February 26, 2016 

TO:  Elected Officials 

FROM: City Manager 

SUBJECT: Automatic / Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Services 

CC:  City Clerk & Fire Chief 

Enclosure: Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Services with CCSO Fire Rescue 
  Transmittal Letter to County and Sheriff 
 
Management of a Fire Services Unit – City Department – importantly serves the 
immediate needs of the community and, when necessary, goes beyond the needs of the 
City itself.  A key factor of a fire service unit has to do with a rating by the Insurance 
Service Office (ISO). The ISO rating affects a property owner’s cost to insure a structure, 
and our program to deliver fire services will work to maintain a favorable community 
standing. In addition to the ISO, a Fire Department service responds during periods of 
duress that may be brought by weather, infrastructure failure or other anomaly.  When 
government to government support becomes necessary, the framework to provide aid is 
found in a mutual aid agreement.   
 
In the situation of the Inverness Fire Department, we will work closely with Nature Coast 
Emergency Medical Service (NCEMS) and the Citrus County Sheriff’s Fire Rescue 
Division.  For months discussion ensued with representatives of NCEMS and CCSO-Fire 
Services to develop the principles for a Mutual Aid Agreement.  We do not necessarily 
need a formal document with NCEMS and structured a mutual understanding of 
response; however, the formality of a mutual aid agreement between the City and CCSO-
Fire Services will be more formal.   
 
Enclosed is a Mutual Aid Agreement that will define the criteria for automatic response, 
limited to actual structure fires, and a secondary response that will be based on 
discretionary factors as needed.  (This is standard in the delivery of fire services.)  The 
city will automatically respond to confirmed structural fires for a distance of one mile 
beyond the city boundary in all directions. For its part, the CCSO Fire Rescue will 
automatically respond to confirmed structural fires within the city limits. The areas of 
benefit are territorially equitable and bring compliance to the requirements of ISO. 
 
Finally, provisions of the agreement language to include automatic aid, outlines the 
willingness by the parties to work together in a mutual aid environment that go beyond 
the circumstance of a structural fire.  Mutually beneficial elements are clearly shown. 
 
The document has been reviewed by City Legal Counsel and before Council for action. 
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Recommended Action –  
Following discussion, please motion, second, and vote to move forward with the 
Automatic / Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Services with the Citrus County Sheriff’s 
Fire Rescue Department and authorize the Council President to execute the document. 
  
 
If you wish to discuss this further, please contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Frank DiGiovanni 
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From: Goodworth, Jim [mailto:JGoodworth@sheriffcitrus.org]  

Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 9:09 AM 

To: Eric Williams 

Subject: INVERNESS - FIRE MUTUAL AID RESPONSE PLAN 

 
Here is the draft agreement as discussed 
Jim 
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BRADSHAW I MOUNTJOY 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

S. MICHAEL MOUNTJOY 
R.. WESLEY BR.ADSHA W 

DONALD J. BR.ADSHAW (1927-1985) 

PLEASE REPLY TO INVERNESS OFFICE 

February 26, 2016 

Via Emai: Jmhaag@tampabav.rr.com and U.S. Mail 
Larry Haag, Esquire 
Haag, Haag & Friedrich, PA 
452 Pleasant Grove Road 
Inverness, FL 34452 

209 COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 34450 
TELEPHONE 352.726.1211 
FACSIMILE 352.726.3180 

3523 N. LECANTO HWY. 
BEVERLY HILLS, FLOR.JOA 34465 
TELEPHONE 352.746.4343 
FACSIMILE 352.746.1773 

Re: City of Inverness Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Services 

Dear Larry: 

This firm has the pleasure of representing Jeffrey J. Dawsy, Sheriff of Citrus 
County, Florida. I'm in receipt of the letter dated January 24, 2016 to Sheriff Dawsy 
from Mr. Frank DiGiovanni, City Manager, in regard to the mutual aid agreement 
between the Citrus County Sheriffs Office and the City of Inverness. The mutual aid 
agreement that accompanied the letter dated January 24, 2016 is not the final version 
and there are more modifications and additions that need to occur before the Sheriffs 
Office will execute the mutual aid agreement. Mr. DiGiovanni has indicated that the 
mutual aid agreement accompanying his letter will be presented to the Inverness City 
Council on March 1, 2016. However, you may want to discuss this matter with 
Mr. DiGiovanni and pull it from the agenda. If you have any questions or comments, 
please do not hesitate to contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

BRADSHAW & MOUNTJOY, P.A. 

RWB/ap 

cc via email: Jeffrey J. Dawsy, Sheriff 
Jim Goodworth, Public Safety Bureau Chief 
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Mutual Aid Agreement 
CCSO & Inverness, FL 
 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

CITY OF INVERNESS 
AND  

CITRUS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
Titled: 

INVERNESS/CITRUS MUTUAL-AID RESPONSE PLAN 
 

RECITALS 
 
THIS INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT (the Agreement) dated this ___ day of __________, 
2016 is between the CITY OF INVERNESS (CITY), a political subdivisionmunicipal 
coprrporation of the State of Florida and the JEFFREY J. DAWSY, as Sheriff of Citrus 
County, Floirdaorida CITRUS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE (Citrus County Sheriff or 
CCSO), a constitutional officer. 
 
WHEREAS, the parties presently maintain and operate emergency service departments, 
with firefighting, rescue and emergency medical equipment with associated personnel; and; 
 
WHEREAS, the parties hereto recognize and agree that it is desirable to enter into this 
Agreement for the mutual benefit of each party in times of emergency or disaster too great 
to be dealt with unassisted or in a situation in which a party may not be able to expeditiously 
respond due to commitments at the time of a  particular incident or event; and 
 
WHEREAS, this Agreement is for the benefit of the general public and is authorized by and 
entered into pursuant to Chapter 163, Florida Statutes, and other applicable law. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, incorporating the above recitals as stated herein.  It is agreed by and 
between the parties hereto that each of the parties agree to assist the other pursuant to the 
following stipulations, provisions and conditions:   
 
Section 1. Purpose and Intent of Agreement 
 
(a)  Mutual Aid 
 
The parties agree to provide mutual aid for reported structure fires, fire alarms, medical 
emergencies, rescue scenarios, and brush fires.  The parties agree to provide such 
reciprocal assistance on a mutual-aid basis based on availability.  The parties further agree 
to provide for reciprocal aid and assistance by providing fire, rescue, emergency medical, 
hazardous material, technical rescue and other similar emergency services in the event of 
disasters resulting from natural phenomena, accidents, or otherwise when the disaster is 
too great to be handled without assistance.  The intent of this arrangement is to provide the 
most efficient life and property saving services to the citizens protected by the respective 
parties.  This Agreement is not intended and shall not be construed to in any way deprive a 
party of jurisdictional powers vested in said party, nor is it the intention of the parties to 
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combine their individual departments into a single department or district providing the 
services encompassed by this Agreement.   
 
(b)  Automatic Aid 
 
Definitions: 
 
Automatic Aid – The automatic dispatch of pre-specified fire department apparatus with a 
minimum of two (2) personnel from the fire department providing the “aid” to the fire 
department primarily responsible for the property location.   
 
Notify – to inform the individual or the entity identified of knowledge of the incident.  
Notification in and of itself does not mandate response if the situation is under control by the 
units on scene. 
 
I.  The City of Inverness and the Citrus County Sheriff hereby agree that the City of 
Inverness Fire Rescue and Citrus County Sheriff Fire Rescue will provide primary fire 
protection services within their respective jurisdictions.  
 
II.  The City of Inverness agrees to utilize Citrus County Sheriff Fire Rescue to respond 
automatically to structural fire responses in the area as defined in Appendix B, attached and 
incorporated as if stated herein. 
 
III.  Citrus County Sheriff Fire Rescue agrees to utilize the City of Inverness Fire Rescue to 
respond automatically to structural fire responses in the area as defined in Appendix B, 
attached and incorporated as if stated herein. 
 
Section 2.  Procedures for Requesting Emergency Assistance 
 
   (a)   Responses to all emergencies shall be by request except as identified in 1 (b).  
 The company officer or higher authority shall initiate the request.  It is also 
 recognized that in the interest of public safety this request may need to be made 
 based upon dispatch information. 
 
   (b)   The requesting party shall contact the providing parties dispatch center via the 
 information indentified in the “Implementation Plan” attached as Appendix “A” to 
 this document and incorporated as if stated herein.  
 
   (c)    Responses to structure fires in the areas indentified  in 1 (b) shall be automatic   
 dispatch based upon the dispatch procedures of the requesting agency.  No  formal 
 requests need to be made to initiate assistance.  Response notification will be 
 handled between the communication centers.  
 
Section 3.  Duties and Level of Service 
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   (a) No department, officer or employee of the parties to this Agreement shall 
 perform any function or service not within the scope of the duties of such 
 department, officer or employee in its respective primary jurisdiction. 
 
   (b) The rendition of service, standards of performance, discipline of officers and 
 employees, and all other matters incident to the performance of services by 
 command personnel and the command and control of their personnel and 
 equipment shall remain with each party to this Agreement. 
 
 (c) Disputes or disagreements as to the level of services and/or standards of 
 performance shall be reported by the complaining party to the Fire Chief or his 
 designee of the party that provided the service or took the action from which the 
 complaint arose, both departments shall meet to discuss and develop a 
 resolution to the situation.  
 
(d)  The decision of the Fire Chief of each party shall be final and conclusive as to the 
 geographic boundaries of response, the level of services rendered or standards 
 of performance observed by the party’s personnel. The Fire Chiefs of both 
 agencies agree that performance observed by the party’s personnel.  The Fire 
 Chiefs of both agencies agree that the Automatic Aid portion of this agreement 
 will be reviewed and revised periodically.  Any changes to the agreement shall be 
 in writing and agree to and signed by both parties.  The map and description of 
 the defined geographic is located in Appendix B.  The fire chiefs of both agencies 
 further agree that the Mutual Aid portion of this Agreement is applicable in any 
 geographical region that is the primary response area of the City of Inverness 
 Fire Rescue or Citrus Sheriff Fire Rescue.  A Fire Rescue Department  providing 
 mutual aid while within the jurisdiction of another Fire Rescue  Department shall be 
 subject to the orders and directions of the Incident Commander of the Local 
 Authority where the emergency exists. 
 
  1.  The Incident Commander in charge on scene of the emergency shall  
  communicate orders and directions to the responding mutual aid   
  department’s Officer in Charge via the designated radio channel or in   
  person.  
 
  2.  The Authority having jurisdiction shall maintain responsibility for the  
  handling of the incident and supplying appropriate Command Staff.    
  Should the need arise to utilize mutual aid commanding officers, the   
  “Unified Command System” will be established and incident priorities will  
  be determined and executed. 
 
 
 
 
Section 4.  Employee Status 
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Persons employed by a party to this Agreement in the performance of services and 
functions pursuant to this Agreement shall have no claim on the other party to this 
Agreement for pension, worker’s compensation, unemployment compensation, civil service, 
or any other employee rights or privileges granted by operation of law or otherwise to the 
officers and employees of the other party to this Agreement.  
 
 
 
 
Section 5.  Liabilities and Responsibilities of Parties 
 
(a)  Neither party hereto, its respective officers or employees, shall assume any liability for 
the acts, omissions or negligence of the other party, its officers or employees. 
 
(b) All of the privileges and immunities from liability, exemptions from laws, ordinances and 
rules and all pensions and relief, disability, workers compensation and other benefits which 
apply to the activity of officers or employees of a party when performing their respective 
functions within the territorial limits for their respective agencies shall also apply to the same 
degree and extent to the performance of such functions and duties extraterritorially when 
accomplished pursuant to this Agreement.   
 
(c) Except as herein otherwise provided, all liability for injury to personnel and for loss or 
damage of equipment shall be borne by the party employing such personnel and owning 
such equipment.   
 
(d)  Both parties, when providing emergency medical services shall work under the direction 
of their respective agency’s medical director and utilizing their respective BLS/ALS 
protocols.   
 
(e)  Neither party shall be liable for any claims or damages occasioned by the negligent or 
intentional actions of the employees or agents of the other party.  Both parties agree to hold 
the other party harmless from such claims to the extent authorized by Section 768.28 of 
Florida Statutes and fully retain all defenses and immunities provided by law with respect to 
any claim or action occurring as a result of this agreement.  
 
(f)  By execution of this Agreement, neither party waives its sovereign immunity as provided 
by general law. 
 
Section 6.  Compensation and Reimbursement Between Agencies. 
 
(a)  Each party agrees to furnish necessary equipment, resources, and facilities in order to 
render mutual aid services to the other party in accordance with the terms of this 
Agreement.  However, neither party shall be required to deplete its own equipment, 
resources, facilities, and services in furnishing such mutual aid services. 
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(b)   Either agency furnishing any equipment pursuant to this Agreement shall bear the 
costs for any loss or damage to such equipment and shall pay any expense incurred in the 
operations, maintenance and repair of that equipment.   
 
(c)   Either agency furnishing aid pursuant to this agreement shall fully compensate its 
employees during the time such aid is. 
 
(d)  The requesting agency shall either replace, or provide reimbursement for those 
nontraditional extraordinary services or consumable materials, which were used by the 
responding agency furnishing mutual aid services.  This paragraph shall apply to items such 
as, but not limited to, firefighting foam, HAZMAT protective clothing, and absorbent 
materials. 
 
(e)   It shall be the responsibility of the agency furnishing aid hereunder to notify the 
requesting party of any items for which reimbursement or replacement is requested.  This 
notification shall include information regarding quantity used, manufacturer’s name, local 
supplier and specific item(s) used.  
 
Section 7.  Term of Agreement.   
 
This Agreement shall commence at 12:00 a.m. on the date of full execution of both parties 
and continue through midnight on ______________ at which time this Agreement shall 
automatically renew unless either party is notified in writing of their intent to vacate the 
agreement.  On or before April 30th of each year, either party shall provide each other with 
written notice of proposed changes in this Agreement, and both parties shall diligently 
pursue resolution of all proposed changes by June 30th of each year. 
 
Section 6.  Sovereign Immunity. 
 
Neither the City of Inverness nor the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office waive sovereign 
immunity by law with respect to any claim or action based on or occurring as a result of this 
Agreement.  
 
Section 7.  Public Records Requirements.  
 
The parties acknowledge that this Agreement and any files, papers, materials, publications, 
presentations, electronic material, computer discs or information stored in any other data 
storage medium (hereafter “Documents”) produced or developed during the performance of 
this Agreement may be subject to the Public Records Act unless exempt under the Act.   
 
Section 8.  Termination. 
 
This Agreement may terminate 30 days after the expiration of a participating sheriff’s term 
of office unless the successor sheriff confirms this Agreement in writing whereupon this 
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Agreement will continue under its current terms and conditions until otherwise terminated.  
This Agreement shall renew automatically each year unless terminated by one of the parties 
upon 60 days written notice. 
 
Section 9.  Governing Law. 
 
All questions; issues or disputes arising out of or under this Agreement, shall be governed 
by the laws of the State of Florida and State jurisdiction is hereby agreed by party/parties to 
be in Citrus County, Florida, and Federal jurisdiction is hereby agreed by Party/parties to be 
in the Middle District of Florida.   
 
Section 10.  Implementation. 
 
The agency Fire Chiefs have met and prepared an implementation plan identified in the 
Appendix of this agreement.   
 
Section 11.  Authorization. 
 
Pursuant to this Interlocal Agreement, each party hereto authorizes the other party to 
perform the duties and services required herein.   
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement on the 
dates as shown below. 
 
ATTEST:      Inverness City Council 
       City of Inverness, Florida 
 
 
____________________________  ___________________________ 
CITY CLERK     MAYOR OF CITY OF INVERNESS 
 
Date:________________________ Date:_______________________ 
 
 
 
Office of the Sheriff 
Citrus County, Florida 
 
____________________________ 
 
Date:________________________ 
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APPENDIX – A 
Implementation Plan 

 
This Implementation Plan has been created and agreed to by the Fire Chiefs of the City of 
Inverness Fire Rescue and Citrus Sheriff Fire Rescue. 
 
1)  Request for Assistance 
 
     a)  Requests for assistance under this Agreement shall be made only for those  areas 
 within the respective jurisdictions for which each agency is responsible; 
 specifically, the City of Inverness and Citrus County as defined in Section 1 of 
 this Agreement.  The responding party will fulfill requests for mutual aid 
 assistance from the requesting party at the sole discretion of the responding  party’s 
 fire chief or designee.   
 
     b)   Each agency, whether responding or requesting, shall be responsible for           
 completing their respective incident reports.  The responding party shall              
 furnish a copy of their incident report to the agency receiving aid upon        
 request. 
 
     c)   The automatic aid response into either county shall consist of a structure fire       
 engine with a minimum of a two man crew.  Additional manpower or equipment 
 must be requested by the Incident Commander.  The response of additional 
 manpower and equipment shall be at the discretion of the Fire Chief of the 
 County providing the response and based on availability of requested resources. 
 
     d) Both fire departments agree to abide the requirements found in Florida 
 Administrative Code 69A-62 and provide only personnel that have attained a 
 minimum of Firefighter 1 certification.   
 
2)  Types of Incidents 
 
 b)  Structure fires 
 c)  Reported fire alarms (commercial and residential); mutual aid by request only 
 d)  Medical emergencies (ALS and BLS) 
 e)  Rescue scenarios 
 f)   Brush fire 
 g)   Hazardous materials 
 
3)  Radio Communications 
 
 a)  Units from the City of Inverness Fire Rescue, when responding into areas     
 whose primary fire protection coverage is Citrus County Sheriff Fire Rescue will 
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 communicate with Citrus County Sheriff Division of Fire Rescue units on radio 
 frequencies identified by Citrus County Fire Rescue.   
  
 b)  Units from Citrus County Sheriff  Fire Rescue, when responding into areas whose 
 primary fire protection coverage is the City of Inverness Fire Rescue, will 
 communicate with the City of Inverness Fire Rescue units on radio frequencies 
 identified by City of Inverness Fire Rescue. 
 
 c)  If the radio systems are incompatible for communications with each other;  then 
 the unites will communicate through the following options: 
 
  a.  Florida Interoperability Network (FIN), relayed through the    
  Communications Centers. 
 
  b.  Face–to face communication on scene. 
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APPENDIX – B 
Maps 
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Section 11.  Authorization. 
 
Pursuant to this Interlocal Agreement, each party hereto authorizes the other party to 
perform the duties and services required herein.   
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have duly executed this Agreement on the 
dates as shown below. 
 
ATTEST:      Inverness City Council 
       City of Inverness, Florida 
 
 
____________________________  ___________________________ 
 
Date:________________________ Date:_______________________ 
 
 
 
Office of the Sheriff 
Citrus County, Florida 
 
____________________________ 
 
Date:________________________ 
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