
             October 4, 2016 
           5:30 PM 

 
The City Council of the City of Inverness met on the above date in Regular Session at 
212 W. Main Street with the following members present:   
 
President Ryan 
Vice President McBride 
Councilwoman Hepfer – not present 
Councilwoman Bega – not present 
Councilman Hinkle 
Mayor Plaisted 
 
Also present were City Manager DiGiovanni, City Attorney Haag, Asst. City Manager 
Williams, Community Development Director Day, and Interim City Clerk Jackson. 
 
The Invocation was given by Mayor Plaisted  and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by the 
City Council. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  
Councilman McBride motioned to accept the Agenda as presented.  Seconded by 
Councilman Hinkle.  The motioned carried. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS  
4)a)  City Utility System Tax Ordinance* (2nd Reading) with City Manager noting the 
Public Hearing was duly noticed as part of the 2nd Ordinance reading to impose a tax on 
water service.  The public hearing is for public comment before enacting the tax.  The 
City will provide a 120-day notice to the Department of Revenue and the proposed 
effective date of the Ordinance would be February 2, 2017.   
Councilman McBride motioned to have the Clerk read Ordinance 2016-721 by Title 
only.  Seconded by Councilman Hinkle. The motion carried.   

ORDINANCE NO. 2016- 721 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF INVERNESS, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 20, TAXATION, ARTICLE II IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, 
"UTILITY TAX;" AMENDING ARTICLE II TITLE TO PUBLIC SERVICE 
TAX; AMENDING SECTION 20-16. - LEVIED, TO PROVIDE FOR A THREE 
PERCENT (3%) PUBLIC SERVICE TAX ON WATER; AMENDING SECTION 
20-19 COMPENSATION TO SELLERS TO ADD THE SELLER OF WATER; 
AMENDING SECTION 20-20 DUTY OF SELLER TO COLLECT TAX TO ADD 
WATER; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
Councilman Hinkle motioned to adopt Ordinance 2016-721 on the 2nd reading by 
roll-call vote.  Seconded by Councilman McBride .  Roll call vote was as follows:  
Councilman Hinkle, yes; Councilman McBride, yes; President Ryan, yes.  The 
motion carried.  
 
 



OPEN PUBLIC MEETING 
None 
 
SCHEDULED APPEARANCES 
None 
 
MAYOR’S LOCAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
None 
 
CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 
None 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  

a) Bill Listing* 
• Recommendation – Approval  

b) Council Minutes –  09/20/16* & 09/22/16PH* 
• Recommendation – Approval  

c) Proclamations –  
National Hospice/Palliative Care Month* 
Red Ribbon Week* 
National Bullying Prevention Month* 

• Recommendation – Approval  
Councilman McBride motioned to accept the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Councilman Hinkle.  The motion   carried.  
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
10)a) Highland Boulevard Agreement* was addressed by City Manager DiGiovanni 
stating this project was presented to Council on September6, 2016 to award the bid.  To 
preserve the integrity of the bid process, full disclosure of all project aspects is provided 
for Council to separately and formally approve the Project Construction Agreement.   
Councilman McBride motioned to accept the Project Agreement for construction, 
and authorize the Council President to execute the document.  Seconded by 
Councilman Hinkle.  The motion carried.  
  
10)b)  Use of Contingencies* with City Manager stating that the use of contingency 
funds for marketing.  The Inverness Event & Visitors Bureau (IEVB) has done a 
remarkable job in promoting the City in new and dynamic ways, keeping the City as a 
destination, and it is important to support local market support efforts to broaden appeal.  
This will be used to contract with entities that have supported City efforts for years.   
Councilman McBride motioned to authorize the transfer of $3,500 from 
Contingencies to Marketing .  Seconded by Councilman Hinkle. The motion carried. 
 
10)c) ICRA Board Appointment – Jesse Brashear* was addressed with City Manager 
noting Mr. Brashear is a downtown businessman who is interested to serve in a volunteer capacity 
as a member of the Inverness Community Redevelopment Agency (ICRA).  This addition will 
bring ICRA to full membership.  While this is good for ICRA, other boards are in need of 
members.  It is asked that the Elected Officials recruit citizens who may be interested in serving. 



Councilman Hinkle motioned to appoint Jesse Brashear as a volunteer member to 
the Inverness Community Redevelopment Agency to a three-year term.  Seconded 
by Councilman McBride. The motion carried. 
 
10)d) Veteran’s Day Parade – FDOT Permit* was addressed with City Manager 
DiGiovanni explaining that FDOT must approve the temporary closing of Hwy 41/44 
(FDOT roadway) to accommodate the Veteran’s Day Parade.  City Council must 
authorize the City’s hosting of the parade and accommodation of the parade to be held on 
Veteran’s Day, Friday November 11, 2016.  This action is taken by FDOT confirming 
that the elected officials support the closing of the road.  Councilman Hinkle               
motioned to authorize that the City host and accommodate the Veteran’s Day 
Parade on November 11, 2016, on the FDOT Highway 41/44 through town, and 
accordingly support a temporary closure of the road for this purpose.  Seconded by 
Councilman McBride.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
City Manager DiGiovanni additionally reported on the following:   

• The Inverness Fire Department responded to a fire on Russell Street 
within 5 minutes of the call. 

• This past Sunday was the Rails to Trails bike ride with 1,000 riders. 
• The Spanish-American Club held an event at the Valerie Theatre last 

weekend and it was very well attended. 
• Met with the owner of Inverness Car Wash to discuss a potential sewer 

project involving businesses along 44W. 
• City representatives met with CMH administration regarding surrounding 

properties and future plans. 
• Spoke to upcoming events including Cooter Festival, Festival of the Arts, 

and the Inverness Grand Prix. 
 
COUNCIL/MAYOR SUBJECTS 
Mayor Plaisted spoke to all of the great evening activities in the downtown. 
 
Councilman Hinkle spoke of the exciting times with the positive planning, including the 
Valerie Theatre. 
 
Councilman McBride spoke of a conversation with a local businessman being very 
complimentary of the City.  He attended the last BOCC meeting where Andy Houston 
addressed the Board regarding Sheriff services and equity. 
 
President Ryan noted the City Clerk’s recent retirement and of the positive responses 
regarding the Patriotic Evening video.  
 
CITIZENS NOT ON AGENDA  
None 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:54pm. 
 
 
             
Interim City Clerk               Council President 
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